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When love meets evil

Now if God’s holiness can seem off-putting, his wrath can seem
hideous. And if God is not triune, it is. If God is just the biggest boy
i1 the school who must have his every way or else lose it in fits of
carpet-biting rage, then his anger is repellent. All his other good
qualities would be as nothing when we saw those red eyes. Yet that
is just how God’s anger is often seen. Commenting on Romans 118
(‘The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of men’), New Testament scholar
Stephen Moore writes: ‘We can almost hear the bones cracking on
the wheel as the might of the offended sovereign bears down upon
the body of the condemned.™

But. In fact, let me say that again: But. However it might be with
other gods, that is just not how it is with the Father, Son and Spirit.
With this God, it is not as if sometimes he has love and sometimes
he has wrath, as if those are different moods so that when he’s feel-
ing one he’s not feeling the other. No, for all eternity the Father was
loving his Son, but never once was he angry. Why? Because there
was nothing to be angry with until Adam sinned in Genesis 3. So
God’s anger at evil from Genesis 3 onwards is a new thing: it is how
the God who is love responds to evil.

Like God’s holiness, then, his wrath is not something that sits
awkwardly next to his love. Nor is it something unrelated to his
love. God is angry at evil because he loves. Isaiah speaks of the pour-
ing out of God’s wrath as his ‘strange work’, his ‘alien task’ (Isaiah
28:21) because it is not that God is naturally angry, but that evil pro-
vokes him: in his pure love, God cannot tolerate evil. That makes
complete sense to me as a father: if I could twiddle my thumbs and
yawn while my daughters suffered, it would prove I didn’t really love
them; but precisely because I so love them I hate the thought of
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his love reacts to evil. The
Father loves his Son, and so
hates sin, which ultimately
is rejection of the Son; he
loves his children, and so
hates their being
oppressed; he loves his
world, and so hates all evil
in it. Thus in his love he
roots out sin in his people,
even disciplining them that
they might be freed from
their captivity to it. In his
love he is patient with us.
And in his love he promises
finally to destroy all evil as

light destroys darkness.
The wrath of the triune God is exactly the opposite of a character

blip or a nasty side in him. It is the proof of the sincerity of his love,
that he truly cares. His love is not mild-mannered and limp; it is
livid, potent and committed. And therein lies our hope: through his
wrath the living God shows that he is truly loving, and through his
wrath he will destroy all devilry that we might enjoy him in a puri-
fied world, the home of righteousness.

‘Let there be light!



